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Both Pages 1.x and Keynote 2.x, which form the basis of Apple’s iWork 
package, are powerful, yet easy to use applications that have attracted large 
and ever-growing customer bases. The iWork package is part of a family of 
iApps productivity tools.

Because Keynote uses an open, easily accessible file format, developers can 
take advantage of its XML schema to enhance existing products or create 
new ones. Beginning with Keynote 1.x, it is possible to build applications 
that will create or change the contents of a Keynote presentation. For 
example, developers can use any of Keynote’s themes and build an entire 
presentation of their own design simply by filling out the<key:slide-
list> element in a text editor of their choice.

The Keynote APXL file is the engine that drives every presentation, 
specifying every detail of the presentation’s appearance and behavior––
from master slide and each individual slide to the transitions used between 
slides. The APXL file also defines the state of the presentation when the 
user first opens it. An understanding of how the elements in an APXL file 
combine to create a presentation is critical to developing applications that 
are robust and well-behaved.

Similarly, understanding the Pages document structure is important for 
Apple developers who want to customize their own page layouts or add 
value to their existing applications.
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A second page....

Extensible Markup Language (XML) is a ubiquitous and flexible markup 
standard for processing and exchanging data. You can find XML in a wide 
range of categories, including property lists and file formats for various 
applications. XML is used extensively to specify the format of various 
sources of information on the Internet, including web-based services. XML 
is at the heart of both iWork applications, Keynote and Pages, developed by 
Apple.


